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WSU Retiree Center Newsletter, Summer, 2017

Getting to Know WSU Arboretum Staff Members
By Bill Meyer, WSU Senior Groundskeeper (Retired)

Allow me to take this opportunity to introduce the n ewe st me mbe r o f the WSU
Lan dscape Arboretum, Willem du Preez. Will joined the Landscape Arboretum
staff in 2015 as an Intermediate Groundskeeper and has since advanced to a Senior
Groundskeeper.
Will’s journey to WSU is unique. He was born in South Africa where he lived with his
uncle raising and training horses. When young Will was 19 he decided to find his fortune in
the United States and moved to the Minneapolis area in 2003. In a short time he found work
at Gertens Garden Center in Inver Grove Heights, MN. While at Gertens, Will quickly learned
about lawn and garden products and soon moved into a management level in both the
retail and wholesale division(s) of the company. During this same period he secured a 2 year
associate’s degree in Arts and Sciences from Rochester Community and Technical College.
Will came to the WSU Landscape Arboretum in 2015 where he began repairing both large
and small lawn mowers and other equipment used on the grounds. In addition, he began
maintaining the large i r r i g a t i o n s y s t e m f o u n d u n d e r g r o u n d o n campus. With his
background in lawn related items, Will looked at improving the turf on campus. He is currently
seeking ways to reduce the footprint of chemicals but still growing an aesthetically pleasing
turfgrass. During the winter months when it snows or becomes icy, he pretreats the sidewalks
with a brine solution thereby hoping to reduce salt usage. Finally, Will finds wo rkin g w ith
the student wo rke rs interesting, important, and challenging. He is always looking for ways
to teach them the skills that he has acquired and that will help them do their campus jobs more
effectively.
Outside of WSU Will can be found on his farm located about 30 minutes from Winona.
He lives there with his wife and 2 young children. He is a passionate beekeeper, always looking
to improve the quality of the honey by exploring new crops for his bees. He is currently
looking at a legume called sainfoin that would be an alternative to alfalfa. Sainfoin blossoms
produce copious amounts of nectar and are extremely attractive to bees.
I asked Will what was his favorite tree? He quickly replied the Minnesota native Bur Oak
and he favors the native flowers and grasses in general. I think Will is a good fit for the new
Landscape Arboretum.
The name Amy Welch and flowers have been synonymous to WSU for nearly 40 years.
Amy is a Winona native who comes from a family of 5 brothers and sisters and numerous

foster children. Her father, Bob Welch, served the city of Winona for nearly 40 years as its
famous Parks and Recreation Director. Years ago, Amy and her father would plant flowers
together down at the levee displaying their dedication and love of Winona.
After completing studies in Horticulture/Garden Center Management, Amy began her
career at WSU in 1980. Over the years, students and their parents, staff, and the community
of Winona have come to appreciate Amy’s plantings of different arrangements of petunias,
snapdragons (one of her favorites), and marigolds. Each year the design and color would be a
little different from the previous year. For many years, she would start all the annuals planted
on campus in a WSU greenhouse in February, while at the same time juggling her
responsibilities removing snow from the campus. Occasionally, Amy would have a student
worker assist her in the greenhouse, but she was
always the boss.
Amy prides herself not only for her work with flowers and the grounds, but also her
impact on fellow workers, student workers, and the WSU staff. She has assisted the
athletic department and University Relations on countless setups for games, special
events and commencement. In so doing, Amy has formed many special friendships with
people in nearly all pockets of the WSU community.
This May will bring an end to Amy’s career at WSU. After her many years of tireless
dedication to WSU, she has decided to retire! She plans on
socializing more with her neighbors and spending more time with her 15-year old grandson,
Andy. She hopes to learn how to can tomatoes and other vegetables that she grows in her
large garden at home.
Amy would like to see the WSU Landscape Arboretum continue the tradition of
planting annual flowers each year. She sees the annuals as one integral piece of the landscape
puzzle that has helped to put WSU on the map. After watching the reaction of
visitors to the campus, I would have to agree with her.
As Amy wraps up her story at WSU, one moment will shine the brightest of all. Her
daughter, Jenny, will graduate from WSU. Amy summed it up best by saying “Jenny will be
walking across the stage as I walk out the door.”

